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REAL INFLUENCE IS WHEN CLIENTS DON’T JUST ADMIRE THE WORK — 
THEY TRUST YOU WITH EVERYTHING THAT COMES AFTER IT.”“

RJ SMITH CO. 
RJ SMITH  
Founder + CEO 
 
> RJ Smith’s path into construction and 
development was shaped early by a family 
deeply rooted in design and building. With a 
mother in interior design, a stepfather with 
more than 40 years in construction, and a 
father in academia, he grew up surrounded 
by both creativity and structure. That 
foundation led him into a family-run, design-
build business in 2003, where he was first 
drawn to the seamless integration of 
architecture, construction and collaboration 
on high-end developments.  

A turning point came when he earned his 
contractor’s license and transitioned from 
employee to partner. “That shift changed 
everything. I wasn’t just executing a vision 
anymore, I had ownership in it,” he reflected. 
That sense of responsibility ultimately set the 
stage for his next defining move: leaving a 
stable development role to launch RJ Smith 
Co. with his wife, while raising a young family 
and preparing for another child. “There was 
no safety net. That pressure forced clarity; I 
wasn’t testing an idea. I was building 
something that had to work,” he said.  

Today, RJ Smith Co. has become a trusted 
name in Southern California development, 
known for its precision-driven execution, 
elevated design sensibility, and deeply 
rooted client relationships. As the firm 
expands beyond the South Bay into  
larger custom homes and development 
opportunities, it continues to set a standard 
defined by consistency, trust and long-term 
stewardship.  

For Smith, RJ Smith Co. is not just a builder, 
it is a long-term partner to clients, architects 
and designers who expect excellence at 
every stage. “Early in my career, success was 
execution," Smith said. “Today, it’s trust that 
lasts long after the project is complete.”  

At the core of the firm’s philosophy is a 
simple but defining promise: deliver at the 
highest level, and remain present long after 
the final walk-through. 

 
RJ Smith Co. 
901 Manhattan Beach Blvd.  
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 
www.rjsmith.co 
(310) 648-8353 
office@rjsmith.co, @rjsmithco
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