| &
|

SUMMER 2026

SOCALLIFEMAG.COM

- W SOCALZ2D5 icons oF INFLUENCE XD

SEGERSTROM CENTER FOR THE ARTS

SUSAN AND TIM
STRADER AND DEE
AND LARRY HIGBY

ICONS OF A CULTURAL LEGACY

> As Segerstrom Center for the Arts celebrates
its 40th anniversary, four of its most devoted
champions — Susan and Tim Strader and

Dee and Larry Higby — have been honored
with the prestigious Judy Morr Icon Award,
recognizing individuals whose vision, leadership
and generosity have helped shape one of the
nation’s premier performing arts institutions.

Long before Orange County became the
cultural destination it is today, the Straders and
Higbys believed the region deserved a world-
class performing arts center of its own. Their
commitment began decades before the Center
opened its doors in 1986 and continued through
years of fundraising, governance, advocacy and
community-building. Tim Strader joined the
board before construction was completed, went
on to serve as President and CEO of the Center,
and remains its longest-serving board member.
Larry Higby later served as chairman of the
board, while Dee Higby and Susan Strader
became influential leaders within the Angels of
the Arts, helping cultivate the philanthropic
support that would sustain the institution for
generations.

What makes their influence remarkable is that
it extends far beyond financial contributions. For
both families, the arts became deeply personal —
creating lasting memories with their children and
grandchildren while helping ensure future
generations would have access to the same
transformative experiences. Their efforts helped
elevate Orange County's cultural landscape,
making it a destination not only for business and
innovation, but for world-class artistic expression.

Today, every performance, standing ovation
and young artist inspired by the Center serves as
a reminder of what visionary leadership can
accomplish. The Judy Morr Icon Award
recognizes more than a lifetime of service — it
honors a legacy that continues to enrich the
cultural fabric of Southern California.

"These two couples are pillars of Segerstrom
Center. Without them, none of us would be
able to gather here together on this beautiful

campus, and our halls would not be home
to the world class art we have the honor of
presenting night after night”

-Casey Reitz, President & CEO
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THE TRUE
MEASURE OF
INFLUENCE IS

CREATING

SOMETHING
THAT WILL
INSPIRE AND
SERVE
GENERATIONS
LONG AFTER
YOU'RE GONE.”




